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not a labor issue; this is not a Democratic
Party issue; this is about what kind of country
we are and what kind of country we’re going
to be. I think you know they will stand with
you.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. in the
Regency Ballroom at the Hyatt Regency. In his
remarks, he referred to John J. Sweeney, presi-
dent, AFL–CIO; Carol Hooper, president, IBEW
Local 1690, who introduced the President; John
J. Barry, international president, Edwin Hill,
international secretary-treasurer, and Rick Diegel,
political/legislative director, International Broth-
erhood of Electrical Workers.

Remarks at a Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee
Luncheon in Cincinnati, Ohio
September 17, 1998

Thank you very much. Maybe I ought to
read Stan’s talking points again. [Laughter]
The only thing I didn’t like about what he
said was all that bragging he did on Bruce
Lindsey. I’ll have to live with that for the
next year or two. [Laughter]

Let me say, first of all, I’m delighted to
be back here in this magnificent home with
a person who has been a true friend of mine
and Hillary’s. I want to thank Mayor Qualls
and Chris Gorman for being here and for
running for Congress at a time when public
service is not the easiest it’s ever been. And
I want to thank Lieutenant Governor Steve
Henry—he’s been a great friend of mine—
for coming over from Kentucky. And David
Leland, thank you; Tim Burke, thank you.
And I want to thank Stan and Dick Lawrence
for cochairing this dinner—this lunch.

I don’t know if I’m going to be able to
give a speech. It’s not that I’m so emotionally
choked up, but I never eat this much for
lunch and I’m actually sort of sleepy. [Laugh-
ter]

Let me say, I was deeply moved by what
you said, but what I would like for you to
think about, all of you, in terms of what Stan
said, is not me. Hillary and I, we’re doing
fine. We’re working on what we need to be
working on, and we’re doing fine. What I’m
concerned about is the rest of the people that

live in this country, and one more time hav-
ing Washington obsessed with itself instead
of America. Harry Truman once made that
famous statement: ‘‘If you can’t stand the
heat, get out of the kitchen.’’ So I think about
that every morning, and go to the kitchen.
[Laughter]

But all over the country—there is a coun-
try out there. This is a democracy. We’re all
hired hands. We showed up because we
pledged to help the rest of the country and
to do things the rest of the country needs.
And I’m here today to help these people run-
ning for Congress, because the choice really
is between partisanship and progress, be-
tween people and old-fashioned politics—or
maybe even newfangled politics.

I think that’s what I would like for you
to focus on. By coming here today, you have
helped these two candidates, and others that
we’re trying to advance, get their message
out. And if America understands—we’re 2
weeks away. When I gave the State of the
Union Address, I said—and I’d like to say
again, because it’s an important lesson I try
to remind myself of every day—when things
are going well for a country, for a business,
for a family, for a career, the temptation is
to relax and say, ‘‘Gosh, I’ve been working
hard. I’ve worked through all these tough
times, and I think I’ll just sort of sit in the
Sun for a while.’’ For politicians, it’s tempting
to say, ‘‘I think I’ll do nothing, because I’ll
get reelected because things are going well.’’
Do you know what we talked about around
our table today? We talked about the finan-
cial crisis in Asia. We talked about what was
going on in Russia. We talked about whether
it could spread to Latin America. We talked
about the challenges of terrorism and weap-
ons of mass destruction. We talked about
how Americans are going to go on in an inter-
national environment that has a lot of big
challenges out there.

What’s that got to do with these races for
Congress? The American people, whether
they know it or not, are going to be making
a decision about whether they really want to
ratify—here we are 2 weeks before a new
budget year. There is no budget resolution
in the Congress; that is, that says what our
budget is going to be. One of the 13 appro-
priations bills has passed. They’ve killed the
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tobacco legislation and campaign finance re-
form. And last night the Senate Republican
leader literally shut the Senate down for 4
hours to keep them from casting a vote on
the Patients’ Bill of Rights, because they
knew if they voted for the bill that the House
passed, which does nothing, it would be
harmful; and if they voted against our bill,
it would really be harmful. So they started—
they just decided to kill it by stealth. They
just literally had to shut the Senate down to
keep from doing the people’s business.

So the choice before us is whether the
American people will embrace a strategy of
politics or a strategy of people, a strategy of
partisanship or a strategy of progress; wheth-
er they will reward a strategy of not doing
anything or embrace our agenda.

You know, I know it’s popular to talk about
a tax cut in an election year. We’ve got no
business cutting taxes. We had a deficit for
29 years. We have no business cutting taxes
until we save the Social Security system, be-
cause otherwise the baby boomers are going
to—[applause].

I’m not against tax cuts—mine are paid for.
We have tax cuts for child care, for edu-
cation, and for the environment in this budg-
et, but they’re all paid for. But to spend this
surplus that won’t even materialize for 2
weeks, after 29 years without one—you
know, I’d just kind of like to watch the ink
turn from red to black and see it dry—
[laughter]—before we start shoveling it out
the door again. And I think that’s very impor-
tant.

It’s important to our present economic
health in a world of uncertainty. And it’s im-
portant to our responsibilities long term. I’ve
been waiting since January for the Congress
to fund America’s portion of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. That’s the fund that
enables us to stabilize our trading partners
and friends around the world so they can
keep buying our products.

Cincinnati, I think, is doing pretty well
from the look of things. But in the high plains
of America, the farmers are having the worst
year they’ve had in decades, and one big rea-
son is nobody in Asia can buy our farm prod-
ucts because they don’t have any money. So
that’s two big issues: Are we going to save
Social Security first or play politics; are we

going to meet our international responsibil-
ities that help us to grow economically or are
we just going to make speeches about it.

If you look at the issues here at home—
the Lieutenant Governor of Kentucky rode
in with Roxanne and Chris and me, and he’s
a doctor. A lot of you know that. We got
to talking about this health care bill of rights.
This is a very specific bill. This basically says
there’s 160 million Americans in managed
care plans and other Americans in other
kinds of plans, and without regard to their
health care plan, if they get in a car accident,
they ought to be able to go the closest emer-
gency room, not one that’s 10 miles down
the road that happens to be covered in the
plan. If they need a specialist they ought to
be able to get one; they shouldn’t be able
to be told by a business organization that a
general surgeon will do as well or a general
practitioner should do as well, particularly if
the doctor is begging them to go to a special-
ist in the first place. If their employer
changes health plans at some point during
the year and the employee or someone in
their family is pregnant, they ought not to
have to change their obstetrician until the
baby is born. If somebody in the family has
got cancer, is getting chemotherapy, they
ought not to have to stop in the middle of
the treatment and go get another doctor. We
believe medical records ought to be private.
They want to make them more subject to
invasion by other people.

So this is a big deal. This affects—you
know, their bill leaves 100 million people out
and doesn’t do much for the people it covers.
We’re talking about a majority of the people
in the United States of America who will be
personally affected by how this election
comes out. And this is not a partisan issue.

When somebody hauls you in on a stretch-
er to an emergency room and they start filling
out those forms, as maddening as it can be,
at least they don’t ask you what your party
affiliation is. [Laughter] This is an American
issue. It’s a huge issue.

We’re for the Patients’ Bill of Rights, and
they’re not. And the choice the American
people make in the election will determine
whether they get one. If you look at the edu-
cation issue—I’m gratified that we’ve been
able to open the doors of college wider than
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ever before, but our public schools are not
the best in the world for all our students yet,
and until they are, we can’t stop.

In the balanced budget bill, paid for in
the budget I sent them, there are funds to
hire 100,000 teachers to take average class
size down to 18 in the early grades. All the
research shows that it has a dramatic, perma-
nent effect on the ability of children to learn,
especially kids that come from poor back-
grounds and limited circumstances, where
they may not be read to at home and get
all the help they need there—paid for in the
balanced budget.

We have a proposal that will help to build
or remodel 5,000 schools. I cannot tell you
how many schools I’ve visited that are sur-
rounded by house trailers because there are
so many kids that have outstripped the ability
of school districts to build a school.

I was in Philadelphia the other day, where
the average age of the schools is 65 years.
We tell these kids, ‘‘Oh, you’re the most im-
portant thing in the world to us.’’ Tell that
to a kid that has to walk up the steps every
day to a school where the windows are bro-
ken, where there’s a whole floor closed down,
where they don’t function. These old build-
ings are priceless. We could never afford to
build them today. But we can afford to repair
them and make them what they ought to be,
and it’s in the plan.

In our plan there’s enough money to hook
up all the classrooms and libraries in the
country to the Internet by the year 2000, es-
pecially important to kids that don’t have a
computer in their home. It’s an education
agenda worth fighting for.

If you just take those four issues: keeping
our economy going by doing our part for the
global economy; saving Social Security first,
before we squander this surplus we’re about
to build up; doing something to really ad-
vance the cause of education; passing the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights. If you don’t remember
anything but those four issues—and, look,
they’ve had 8 months—we’ve got one appro-
priation bill; they killed campaign finance re-
form, and they killed the tobacco legislation.
Near as I can tell, that’s the record of the
last 8 months.

Now, that is what this is about. It is not
about me; it is about the people of this coun-

try. It is about their children, their future,
and our common efforts. I am going to do
everything I can to fight for these things and
to fight to help people who believe in them
get elected. That’s what you’re doing here.

And what I want to say to you is, when
you leave here, I don’t want you to let a day
go by that you don’t talk to somebody about
what our common responsibilities as citizens
are and what is really at stake here, in very
specific terms.

We’re not particularly cynical, we Demo-
crats. We believe we can always do better;
we believe we have a responsibility to do bet-
ter; and I think that it would be a very good
thing if a few more of us were in the United
States Congress now. The voters who used
to worry about us who said that we couldn’t
be trusted with the budget, now they know
that we can, and they can’t. The voters that
used to worry and say we couldn’t be trusted
to manage the economy know that that’s not
true; that we were weak on crime, know
that’s not true—all those things they used to
say about us.

So now we’re free to look to the future,
and you have to tell voters our enemy is not
adversity here; our enemy is complacence.
We have to say to people, ‘‘Look at what’s
going on down there in Washington. This is
about us and our future. Washington always
thinks everything’s about Washington. It’s
not about Washington; it’s about America.
And it’s about these issues.’’

It’s about our ability to lead the world to-
ward peace and freedom and prosperity. And
it’s about our ability to do what needs to be
done to strengthen this country at home for
a new century. If you just remember those
four issues—there’s 40 more—but those four
will carry us a long way. Go out and hammer
and hammer and hammer and hammer and
tell people to show up.

Basically, the strategy of the other side is
it’s a midterm election and our group doesn’t
vote as often as their group does. And so if
everybody is sort of generally happy and
there’s a lot of static in the atmosphere and
our base of voters don’t go vote, then they
win—and if they have more money. They al-
ways have more money.

So what you’re saying is, you don’t want
them to have so much more money that we
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can’t get our message out. And I thank you
for that. But you must also be messengers.
You must really talk to people about it.
You’ve got to look your friends and neighbors
dead in the eye and tell them this is a big
election for this country. This is a huge
choice about the direction of America in
what is the last election of the 20th century.
And if you will give them the specific exam-
ples of the Patients’ Bill of Rights, the edu-
cation issue, the saving Social Security, and
exercising our leadership in the world econ-
omy to protect the American economy’s
growth at home, I think you’ll be quite
pleased with the results. And it will have
been worth all of this to all of us.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
luncheon hosts Stanley M. Chesley and Richard
D. Lawrence; Mayor Roxanne Qualls of Cin-
cinnati; Chris Gorman, candidate for Kentucky’s
Third Congressional District; Lt. Gov. Stephen L.
Henry of Kentucky; David J. Leland, chairman,
Ohio Democratic Party; and Timothy M. Burke,
chairman, Hamilton County Democratic Party.

Proclamation 7124—National POW/
MIA Recognition Day, 1998
September 17, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For more than two centuries, America has

been blessed by the service and sacrifice of
the men and women of our Armed Forces.
Often leaving home and family, they have
fought to preserve our freedom, protect our
national interests, and advance American val-
ues and ideals around the globe. These val-
iant heroes have risked—and many have
lost—their lives in service to our Nation and
for the well-being of their fellow Americans.

Each year, on National POW/MIA Rec-
ognition Day, we acknowledge with special
gratitude and profound respect those who
paid for our freedom with their own, and we
remember with deep sorrow those whose
fate has never been resolved. Americans who
were held as prisoners of war throughout our
history endured the indignities and brutality

of captivity without surrendering their devo-
tion to duty, honor, and country. With stead-
fast hearts and indomitable spirit, these patri-
ots never gave up on America because they
knew that America, and the American peo-
ple, would never give up on them.

In the same way, we will never give up
on our efforts to obtain the fullest possible
accounting of every American missing in
service to our country. We reaffirm our
pledge to their families to search unceasingly
for information about those missing and to
seek the repatriation of those who have died
and whose remains have not been recovered.
By doing so we keep faith with our men and
women in the Armed Forces and with the
families who have suffered the anguish of not
knowing the fate of their loved ones.

On September 18, 1998, the flag of the
National League of Families of American
Prisoners of War and Missing in Southeast
Asia, a black and white banner symbolizing
America’s missing and our fierce determina-
tion to account for them, will be flown over
the White House, the U.S. Capitol, the De-
partments of State, Defense, and Veterans
Affairs, the Selective Service System Head-
quarters, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial,
the Korean War Veterans Memorial, national
cemeteries, and other locations across our
country.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 18,
1998, as National POW/MIA Recognition
Day. I ask all Americans to join me in honor-
ing former American prisoners of war and
those whose fate is still undetermined. I also
encourage the American people to remem-
ber with compassion and concern the coura-
geous families who persevere in their quest
to know the fate of their missing loved ones.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-eight, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:58 a.m., September 18, 1998]
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